
ISSUE 2 DRIVING INNOVATION THROUGH UNCOMMON COLLABORATION 

Now entering its third year, the Innovation Institute for Food & 
Health (IIFH) continues to engage a diverse network of 
collaborators in events and research to facilitate deployment of 
products and processes that enable safe, sustainable and 
secure nutrition for all. Highlights include expanded 
programming with new partners to improve energy efficiency 
in the food system, and growth into nutrition capture through 
microbiome studies, along with associated networking and 
investment opportunities. Our 2018 INNOVATOR SUMMIT  
is now slated for April 23, 2018 – please mark your calendars!  

MOVING AHEAD 

2017 INNOVATOR SUMMIT 

The second annual Innovator Summit co-hosted with  
UC Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) in May 2017 
enabled rich dialogue between an extended network of 
academic, industry and non-profit disciplines around food and 
energy. More than 130 participants joined us in reviewing 
prevalent issues across the food system for capturing nutrition 
efficiently. Experts from multiple sectors tackled topics in 
production, processing, preservation, consumer education and 
innovation financing: How to balance rising energy costs and 
affordable products? Addressing packaging options, 
processing bottlenecks, consumer preferences and 
technological approaches while increasing energy efficiency. 
How to fund and facilitate low-margin innovation?  

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE 

2017 RFI 

Building on this lively discourse, the 2017 Request for Innovation 
(RFI) welcomed inter-institutional submissions from new energy 
and agriculture partners at UC Davis and Colorado State 
University. Our second year of research funding supports 
projects focused on energy inefficiencies in food processing 
and preservation, particularly considering the ‘dry chain’ as an 
alternative to existing energy-intensive ‘cold chain’ storage and 
distribution. We believe this unique combination of 
complementary expertise will leverage the best of both 
campuses. Proposals are currently under review and awaiting 
final selection.    

CREATING IMPACT 

PROGRAM PARTNERSHIPS 

IIFH encourages cross-sector partnerships to expand and 
engage a vibrant innovation community. This year, IIFH 
developed food waste and drought tolerance programs with 
national partners. IIFH also helped inform solution-driven food 
policies with the Farm Foundation. Through the Mountaintop 
Project, graduate students are being enlisted to help restore 
Thomas Jefferson’s agricultural development, Monticello. 

https://www.monticello.org/site/visit/mountaintop-project-revealing-jeffersons-monticello
https://www.monticello.org/site/visit/mountaintop-project-revealing-jeffersons-monticello


IIFH Newsletter | ISSUE 2 

Together with UC ANR,  IIFH is expanding the Verde Innovation 
Network for Entrepreneurship (VINE) to connect innovators 
statewide. The Food/Ag/Health Entrepreneurship Academy is 
an additional forum for interdisciplinary outreach and 
collaboration on February 6-8, 2018. 

Our first round of funded projects also made significant 
progress: food technology students responded enthusiastically 
to design thinking, insect sensor prototype development is 
underway, techno-economic models improve food production, 
consumers embrace more nutritionally accessible wheat 
varieties, crop root sensors are being fine-tuned for drought, 
international communities are coming together against unsafe 
milk production, alfalfa looks to be a promising source of plant 
protein, and IC-FOODS is busy building the “internet of food”.  

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

IIFH continues undergraduate work with Net Impact Davis, a 
campus chapter of the national network that brings 
interdisciplinary solutions to local sustainability issues. The 
winning project from the spring pitch panel received support to 
conduct a new first-year seminar in September, where students 
partner internationally to explore and fund a sustainability issue 
in their community. In our growing partnership with the UC 
Davis Graduate School of Management, we support such 
interdisciplinary student initiatives as the new Master of Science 
in Business Analytics. We welcome opportunities to link 
strategic partners with graduate students to provide academic 
expertise in solving business challenges, and industry exposure 
as part of university training. 

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION 

Our ongoing partnership with the Institute for Food & 
Agricultural Literacy (IFAL) and their Science Says graduate 
student group actively cultivates science communicators 
across the region, making research accessible, relevant and 
interesting to everyone.  

This summer, IFAL hosted a sold-out screening of the film Food 
Evolution providing an in-depth look at issues in agriculture and 
helping to address frequently misunderstood research.  
Science Says regularly blogs, hosts meet-ups, tables at the 
Davis Farmers’ Market, and conducts student training. 

JOIN THE ACTION 

2018 EVENTS 

Mark your calendars for the third annual Innovator Summit on 
April 23 in the Vanderhoef Theatre at the Mondavi Center, 
Davis, CA. Then join IFAL for their Communication Workshop 
on April 24 at the UC Davis Alumni Center. 

INTERDISCIPLINARY DIALOGUE 

Quarterly events support research collaboration on critical 
topics across STEM and the humanities. Recent dialogues  
have addressed human interaction with the environment, 
consumer behavior, and decision-making in resource use. 
Increasing access to equal opportunities across different 
communities will be the focus on November 29. Please be in 
touch if you would like to participate.  

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

Each year, our call for funding emphasizes a systemic challenge 
standing in the way of safe, sustainable and secure nutrition for 
all. Stay tuned for our 2018 Request for Innovation (RFI). 

PARTNERSHIPS 

We continue to expand rich partnerships in programming, 
collaboration and investment. Contact us to explore innovation 
synergies in food, agriculture and health.		

Sign up to receive IIFH updates or contact us: 
innovation@ucdavis.edu         (530) 752-8087

http://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=25292
http://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=25292
http://gsm.ucdavis.edu/food-ag-health-entrepreneurship-academy
https://www.foodevolutionmovie.com/
https://www.foodevolutionmovie.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Mondavi+Center/@38.5346382,-121.7509657,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x808529060add66f3:0xd19db13eb17c5bd6!8m2!3d38.534634!4d-121.748777
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Walter+A.+Buehler+Alumni+Center/@38.5349795,-121.7503403,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8085291180ce15b3:0x4b223755ad2225b2!8m2!3d38.5349753!4d-121.7481516
http://icfoods.org/
https://gsm.ucdavis.edu/msba-masters-science-business-analytics
https://gsm.ucdavis.edu/msba-masters-science-business-analytics
https://davissciencesays.com/
https://page.co/lrEa
https://page.co/lrEa



